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PROPOSED HUMPBACK DOLPHIN MARINE PROTECTION ZONE 

An exciting proposal is the formation of a Humpback Dolphin Marine Sanctuary to protect the rare and endangered Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphins (Sousa plumbea) which use the shallow water (depth < 15m) reef areas of Algoa bay for 
social interaction and feeding.   Degradation of their shallow inshore habitat and an increase in boating activity has been identified as the primary causes of their unfavourable conservation status.  They are classified as “Vulnerable to 
Extinction” in the Red Data Book of Mammals of South Africa and listed in Appendix 1 as highly endangered in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).  Research indicates that 200-500 individuals of this 
species are found in Algoa and St Francis Bay combined. Compared to the more familiar Bottlenose Dolphins, Humpback Dolphins attain a smaller maximum length (2.8 m vs. 3.9 m) and lighter body mass (285 kg vs. 375 kg). The dorsal 
fin’s profile is an unmistakable key to identification because of the presence of a thick elevation, or hump, in the middle of the back.  Scientific studies have shown that the high frequency noise emitted by speeding Inflatable Boat or 
Personal Water Craft (PWC) interferes with the echo location of dolphins and whales. Additionally motorised water craft travelling at high speeds could cause physical injury to these dolphins. Therefore in order to reduce impacts on this
vulnerable dolphin species it is proposed that motorised craft will be required to travel slower than planing speed within the Humpback Dolphin Marine Sanctuary, which will extend 800 m offshore from Bird Rock to Cape Recife.  Inflatable 
Boat & PWC riding will not be permitted in this area. In time these intelligent marine mammals will recognise the relative safety of the sanctuary close to the shore, where they can be observed from land to the enjoyment of locals and 
tourists alike. 

Nelson Mandela Bay has a warm temperate subtropical climate, with average air temperatures ranging between 14° C and 22 °C and generally warm sea water temperatures ranging from 16 °C to 23 °C.  The Headland of Cape Recife 
offers a high degree of protection from large Open Ocean swells which emanate predominantly from a south westerly direction along the South African coastline.  All factors combine to make the southern beaches of Nelson Mandela Bay
an ideal playground for a multitude of water sports and activities.  In order to protect non-motorised water users (swimmers, paddlers, surfers etc.) from aquatic motor sport craft it is necessary to demarcate and enforce exclusion zones 
where Personal Water Craft (PWC) and Inflatable Boat riding will not be permitted. 

“No person, except on the authority of a permit, shall approach closer than 300m to any whale or dolphin or fail to proceed to a distance of 300m should the whale or dolphin surface within 300m.  Contravention is punishable by fine or 
imprisonment.” Marine Living Resources Ace (1998) No. R 725 

NON-MOTORISED WATER SPORTS 

Open water swimming, surf-ski paddling and sea kayaking have seen significant growth in Nelson Mandela Bay over recent years.  Competitions like  

the Ironman ultra-triathlon events and the Ocean Racing Series both use Hobie Beach as a venue.  For safety, open water swimmers are required to  

wear bright coloured, visible swim caps at all times. When swell arrives from the south or east, many surfing spots come alive.   Several popular  

snorkelling and diving sites have also been demarcated. 

LAUNCH AREAS FOR MOTORISED CRAFT 

Two launch areas are available for motorised and sail craft users, only registered seaworthy vessels and licensed skippers will be allowed to launch.    

For safety, operators of motorised craft are requested to travel at low speed (no wake) through these designated launch zones:  

1. Kings Beach, directly in front of the existing beach access. 

2. Hobie Beach, in line with slip way.  

The following rules regarding parking are to be observed at the abovementioned launch sites: at Kings Beach vehicles can park inside the boom but behind the foredunes on the grass, at Hobie Beach trailers may be parked inside the boom 
area but no vehicles except official municipal or rescue service vehicles may be parked inside this area at any time. 

INFLATABLE BOAT/PWC PLAY AREAS 

Three play zones for motorised water sport craft have been identified:  

A. Kings Beach, north of Launch Zone 1 and south of the surfing area “fence” for Inflatable Boats & PWC’s.  
B. Between Hobie Pier and Barneys, solely for the use of PWC’s.  
C. Millers, PWC riding is permitted provided no surfers are present. 

For safety, Inflatable Boats & PWC’s are required to remain outside of the 200 m buffer zone, demarcated by red buoys, between Hobie and Kings Beach.  PWC operators wishing to make use of PWC play area (B) must motor out through 
the launch zone (1) Kings Beach or (2) Hobie Beach and travel beyond the designated 200m buffer zone. PWC operators must use the demarcated PWC avenue when entering or exiting the play area (B), PWC operators must travel at 
slow speeds (no wake) taking care to avoid swimmers in this avenue as it  crosses a popular open water swimming route.   

No shore angling is permitted on popular bathing beaches.  

COMPLIANCE  

ORV, SAMSA, NEMA REGULATIONS WILL BE ENFORCED 

EXEMPTIONS 

Exemption will apply to coastguard, police, life saving, research craft and craft used during organised water sport events with permission from the Beach Office. Members of the public can report transgressions to the beach office.  

Beach Office: 041 584 0584            Emergency: 10111                 Suggestions & Comments: fcain@mandelametro.gov.za  
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